
Fall 2017 GSAH 230 Power, Culture and Identity

Instructor Information 

Dr. John Monberg 
Office Hours: M, W: 1:00-2:00 
263 Bessey Hall 
Email: jmonberg@msu.edu 
Homepage: http://www.msu.edu/~jmonberg/ 
Twitter: @jmonberg 

Course Overview 

What makes a good city? What kinds of social and political identities exist in a global, information-
driven economy? How do we reconcile different visions of the future? 

We will explore these questions on three levels: 

• Theoretical frameworks for understanding broad economic and technological transformations using 
disciplinary perspectives from design, sociology, philosophy, urban studies, etc. 

•  Case studies of city space and political power across the U.S., Europe, Africa, and Asia 

•  Qualitative methods for exploring local spaces in Greater Lansing  

This class will explore communication spaces communities need to respond to the challenges of glob-
alization.  In part, we will explore the big picture--the technological and economic logics, contrasting 
regulatory regimes, and styles of cultural production in the move from an industrial to an experience 
economy.  We will pay special attention to the distinctive arts culture across a range of global cities.  

But this course will also focus on the local, as we focus on changes in urban experience with the rise 
of ubiquitous internet access, smart phones, and location-aware technologies.  In mapping local cul-
tural activities, students will develop new media literacies needed for effective participation in a 
world of big data and smart cities.  We will develop technical skills relevant to a creative economy: 
ethnographic skills needed to understand specific cultural meanings and values, photographic skills 
able to represent culture, and multimedia skills needed to craft usable digital narratives.    

In every assignment this semester, we will pay attention to the tight connections among writing, read-
ing, and research. Students will have numerous opportunities to conceive, draft, revise, and complete 
projects tailored to digital audiences. 

Course Goals and Objectives 

Students who successfully complete this course will be able to demonstrate: 

• A deep theoretical understanding of how media and globalization changes contemporary experi-
ence. 

• An appreciation of a range of specific urban contexts, and how they’ve been transformed by tech-
nology, culture and economics. Students should be able to identify some of the specific contribu-
tions, perceptions, and interventions offered by humanistic engagements with different issues affect-
ing the peoples of the world. 

• Competency in basic ethnographic research techniques including field work and contextual inter-
viewing, a variety of humanistic inquiry strategies incorporating multiple views in order to make 
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value judgements, solve problems, answer questions, or generate new understandings of global 
issues. 

• Work within a repertoire of genres and modes—including digital media—to meet appropriate 
rhetorical purposes; an ability to engage with value systems and representational practices outside 
of their own experience. 

• Ability to identify and compare the values, experiences, and interactions of differing cultural sys-
tems in order to understand contemporary transnational issues using integrative reasoning: pulling 
together interdisciplinary technical information, ethical frameworks, and community values. 

Required Texts 

Two books are required: 

City Squares edited by Catie Marron and The New Urban Crisis by Richard Florida.  

Other articles will be available on D2L. Read all of the materials available on D2L before the class 
they are assigned for on the class schedule. 

Policies 

Attendance requires more than your physical presence.  Come to class having done the readings and 
be prepared to contribute to class discussion and class exercises.  We will spend the limited time we 
have together focused on deepening our understanding of the key concepts from the readings that 
you will use for your assignments.  There will be in class work shops, new media composition ses-
sions, and planning sessions for assignments, so bring your books and other resources to class.  We 
will make extensive use of Internet resources and we will often shift attention from individual to group 
to class work.  Keep focused.  

You are allowed three unexcused absences.  Every additional absence will subtract 50 points from 
your semester total.  If you see me in advance, absences maybe excused for sanctioned university 
activities or religious holidays.  Absences may be excused in the case of a medical emergency if a 
doctor's note is provided.   

Assignment Due Dates 

No late work will be accepted.  Any exceptions to this policy must be made by written petition and 
approved by me before the due date; computer or printer problems are not acceptable excuses for 
projects not turned in at the time and date required.   

E-mail Correspondence 

If you need to contact me by e-mail, please include “GSAH 230” in the subject line of your message.  
This will ensure your e-mail reaches the appropriate folder in my in-box.  Please remember that facul-
ty members (like you) juggle multiple commitments.  I will do my best to respond to e-mails within 24 
hours, Monday – Friday, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm.  Please do not contact me by e-mail about your 
grades. Because of privacy issues, instructors are discouraged from corresponding with students 
about their grades over e-mail.  Thus, all grade concerns should be addressed either during office 
hours, an appointment, or if it is a very quick matter, just after class. This policy applies to all graded 
work, preliminary grades, and final grades for the course. 

In providing an educational climate that is positive and discrimination free, conduct that creates an 
intimidating, hostile, or offensive environment will not be tolerated in class discussions or computer 
exercises. 

Plagiarism 
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Stealing and passing off as your own someone else’s ideas or words, or using information from an-
other’s work without crediting the source, is called “plagiarism.”  Some specific examples of actions 
that constitute plagiarism include pasting together uncredited information from the Internet or pub-
lished sources, submitting an entire paper/project written by someone else, submitting a paper writ-
ten for another class (and thus not original work), and copying another student’s work (even with the 
student’s permission).  In order to avoid unintentional plagiarism and to represent your work honest-
ly, you will need to be meticulous about giving credit to any and all sources, whether directly quoted 
(even a few words) or paraphrased.  

Students who plagiarize will receive a failing grade on the assignment and may fail the course. For 
specific MSU policies on academic honesty, see Spartan Life: Student Handbook and Resource 
Guide (http://www.vps.msu.edu/SpLife/index.htm), especially General Student Regulations 1.0, 
“Protection of Scholarship and Grades,” and the all-University Policy on Integrity of Scholarship and 
Grades and Academic Honesty. 

ADA 

MSU’s Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities (RCPD) 

Students with disabilities that may interfere with completing your course work should contact the Re-
source Center for Persons with Disabilities: 

http://www.rcpd.msu.edu/, 122 Bessey Hall, (517) 884-RCPD (4-7273), TTY: (517) 355-1293  

MSU complies with all federal and state laws and regulations regarding discrimination, including the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA). If you have a disability that could affect your perfor-
mance in this class or that requires an accommodation under the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
please see me as soon as possible so that we can make appropriate arrangements.   

Assignments: 
Greater Lansing Design Improvement 

We will draw on course readings for a variety of theoretical perspectives and design ideas to im-
prove cities. You will apply these ideas to projects under development in Greater Lansing. You will 
use fieldwork, photographs, texts, and taxonomic tags to document your design idea. We will revise 
drafts of your work in class before the final assignment is due.      

This assignment is due on October 16. 

City Culture Presentation 

As a group project, you will craft a presentation to profile the distinctive culture of a specific city. 
About fifteen minutes of your presentation will draw on a City Squares chapter, the other readings 
for the week, and readings across the semester to focus on a key set of theoretical concepts.  You will 
have an additional fifteen minutes or so to present/curate a multimedia resource--a set of carefully 
chosen Flickr images, a short documentary, representative music, or products of the local arts culture. 

Presentations are scheduled over the semester. 

Culture, Power, and Identity Essay 

Situated where digital theory and practice intersect with urgent questions of social justice and human 
difference, you will work over the course of the semester to identify an ethical framework connected 
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with culture, power, and identity. Hint: you will benefit from paying attention to the course readings, 
writing cogent responses, and actively participating in class discussions. You will revise your thinking 
and writing, applying your framework to a range of examples, allowing you to help lead a move-
ment in humanities scholarship that engages the contemporary digital world with a discerning sense 
of critique rooted in ethical imagination and oriented toward creating more just communities. 

• Class Participation	 	 	 	 	  100  

• Reading Responses	 	 	 	 	  100 

• Greater Lansing Design Improvement		               300 

• City Culture Presentation	 	 	 	  200 

• Culture, Power, and Identity Essay	 	    	  300 

Semester Grading Scale 
     4: 1000-900 points 

  3.5:   899-850 points 

     3:   849-800 points 

  2.5:   799-750 points 

     2:   749-700 points 

  1.5:   699-650 points 

     1:   649-600 points 

Tentative Semester Schedule	  

August 30 Course Overview 

September 6 Culture, Power, Identity in City Space

Michael Kimmelman, “Culture: The Power of Place Introduction,” City Squares

Project for Public Spaces, “What is Placemaking?”

Andrew Small, “When a Neighborhood Says No to Bike Share”

 

September 11, 13 The Post-Industrial City 
	 Edward McClelland, “Why the Smartest People in the Midwest…” 

Paul James et al, “What Actually is a Good City?”

Richard Florida, The New Urban Crisis, pp.1-56
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September 18, 20 Civic Life as a Design Problem  

             Patrick Sisson: Shaping space for civic life: Can better design help engage citizens?

John Karras: 29 Ideas to Activate Empty Spaces in Your Community 

September 25, 27 Patterns of Urban Inequality 

	 Richard Florida, The New Urban Crisis, pp.57-150

Adam Gopnik, “Place des Vosges,” City Squares

October 2, 4 Power in the Global City 

	 Richard Florida, The New Urban Crisis, pp.151-216

David Remnick, “Introduction: Geopolitics,” City Squares

Anne Applebaum, “Red Square Moscow,” City Squares 

October 9, 11 Smart City Citizenship      
              Patrick Sisson: “The Future of Smart City Technology”

              Steven Poole, “The truth about smart cities”

              Dan Hill, “On the smart city; Or, a 'manifesto' for smart citizens instead”

               Gillian Tett, “Virtual Square, City Squares

October 16, 18 Spaces, Bodies, and Political Voice 
            Saskia Sassen, “Occupying is not the Same as Demonstrating”

            Nathan Heller, “Is There Any Point to Protesting?”

Jehane Noujaim, “Tahrir Square, Cairo Lost and Found,” City Squares

October 23, 25 De-Urbanification and Gentrification           
              Saskia Sassen, “Who Owns Our Cities?” 

               Andrew Roberts, “Residential Squares London,” City Squares

October 30 and November 1 Designing the University City      
               Harvard Square Vision Plan

              Ann Beattie, “Harvard Square, Boston: A City Changes,” City Squares

November 6, 8 Patterns of Exclusion 	          
Steve Conn, “Americans Against the City”

Loic Wacquant, “The New Urban Color Line”

Power, Culture and Identity Fall 2017 �5



Fall 2017 GSAH 230 Power, Culture and Identity

November 13, 15 Patterns of Inclusion 

              Elijah Anderson, “The Cosmopolitan Canopy”

 Project for Public Spaces, “Place Making When Black Lives Matter”

 David Adjaye, “Djemaa el-Fnaa, Marrakech,” City Squares
November 20 Governing the Global City
               Massimo Paolini: “Are Barcelona’s ‘Superblocks’ a Radical Challenge…”

               David Harvey, “The Right to the City”

November 27, 29 Crafting Spaces for a Public Voice            
             Robert Steuteville, “Great Idea: The Public Realm”

             Charles Goodsell, “The Concept of Public Space”       

December 4, 6  
             
             Culture, Power, and Identity Essay Presentations 
              
December 15

              Final Project DUE at 9:45 a.m.
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